
The Nature of Intelligence: Paper Assignment #1 
 
You are to write a 4-6 page essay on the following topic.  The final paper is due by 10:00 
on 4-27.   
 

Fully explain the Physical Symbolic System Hypothesis.  What does Searle think it is 
missing?  Why?  What does he think this shows about the Turing Test?  How does 
Brooks address Searle’s objection?  Does Brooks succeed?  Why or why not?    
 
General Notes:  
 
• Your primary job is to summarize the doctrines or ideas.  You need to explain the topics 

thoroughly.  
• Where relevant, use quotes from the texts to back up your account.  These must be 

followed by the page number in parentheses and, as a rule of thumb, should not be more 
than 3 lines long.  You must use the pagination of the assigned editions.  Be sure to 
explain the quotes and how they fit into the larger argument. 

• Your paper must be 4-6 pages, double-spaced with 12-point Times New Roman font and 
without additional indentation.  This means no creative use of margins, etc. to shrink or 
expand your length.  Number all your pages. 

• Clarity is a much worthier goal than profundity.  Your writing should be simple and 
direct, not obscure and cryptic (leave that to the professionals).  Do not assume any 
knowledge on our part.  Your imagined audience should be an intelligent friend who has 
no knowledge of the texts.  Define all foreign and technical terms. Correct spelling and 
grammar are required.  I recommend that you consult with the Writing Center for help. 

• Introductions are usually a waste of space.  Just jump right in. 
• Try to avoid specific examples and phrases that have been used in class.  Your mastery 

of the material is demonstrated more effectively by coming up with your own. 
• Late papers are penalized one letter grade per day.   
• Writing is re-writing.  The paper you turn in should have gone through several revisions 

before you turn it in. 
 
 


